
WORSHIP REGATHERING PHASES  
Based on the Diocesan document, “Phased Return to Increasing In-Person Parish Life” 

 

 

 

 PHASE 1 
Suspension of in-person worship 

PHASE 2 
Regathering in person 

PHASE 3 
  Increasing participation  

Public Emergency 
Level  

Level 4 Public 
Emergency (purple) 

Level 3 Public 
Emergency (red) 

Level 2 Public Emergency (orange) Level 1 Public Emergency (yellow) 

Location  Sanctuary Sanctuary  Sanctuary and Outside  Sanctuary and Outside  

A/V  Livestream Livestream  Streamed Live/Hybrid Streamed Live/Hybrid  
Gathering Size ≤ 5 ≤ 10   50 % of Fire Code while allowing 6 feet 

distancing, whichever is smaller  
Limited, crowding is to be avoided 

Those Gathered  • Clergy & Staff  
• Other 

Participants 
Recorded 

• Worship 
Participants 

• Worship Participants  
• Congregation  

 

• Worship Participants  
• Congregation 

# of Sunday Services 1 (online, video) 1 (online, video) 1 (online) 
1 (in-person) 

1 (online) 
3 (in-person) 

# Weekday Services  3 (online, audio) 3 (online, audio) 3 (online, audio) 3 (online, audio) 

Risk influencing Lay 
Minister Involvement 

None  Low  Moderate – High*  
*relative to individual risk  

Low  

Sunday Order of 
Service 

Liturgy of the  
Word  

Liturgy of the  
Word 

Holy Eucharist  
(host only)  

Holy Eucharist  
(host only) 

DSO Requirements Suspend services of 
public worship  

Suspend services of 
public worship   

• Peace must be without touch 
• No in-person offering 
• Refrain from Singing 

 

DSO  
Recommendations 

Find means of 
gathering using 

online tools 

Find means of 
gathering using 

online tools 

• Remove Prayer Books, Hymnals, & 
Bibles  

• Plan for entry and dismissal 
• Reduce Doors for entrance  
• Encourage people to leave rather 

than mingle  

• Peace may be without touch  
• Passing of Plate may be without 

touch  
• Singing based on public health 

recommendations 

Public Health 
Indicators  

Rates of cases, 
hospitalizations and 

deaths are rising 
 

Rates of cases, 
hospitalizations and 

deaths are rising 

Rates of cases, hospitalizations and 
deaths are declining. Testing and 

tracing are available.  

Development and distribution of 
vaccine to the public. Widespread 
immunity would be present in the 

community.   



 
 

 

Notes for Phases  

 

CONSTANT VARIABLES  

- Mask wearing  
- Social distancing  
- Touchless Thermo Scanning  
- CDC cleaning recommendations  
- DSO recommendations for worship (i.e. remove hymnals, doors open, no singing, no communion etc.) 

 

PHASE 1  
Suspension of in-person worship  
 

PHASE 2  
Regathering in person 

PHASE 3  
Increasing Participation  

 
- Allow musicians and clergy to record at 

church 
o In an effort to begin to 

introduce the building  
- Encourage connector groups to meet in 

yards or small gatherings 
- Open chapel and oratory on a sign-up 

basis 
 

In this phase we will also begin to 
Livestream as opposed to pre-recorded 
offerings. We will need to have A/V 
equipment in place before entering this 
phase  
 

 
Answer questions in Appendix A before entering 
Phase 2  
 
We will begin to allow in-person worship while 
Increasing number of services 
 
Still to be decided… 
What time service will be livestreamed?  
 

       
Decision of number of services will need to be 
decided before entering this phase. Dependent 
on human resources, bandwidth, and technical 
resources.  
 
  


