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Holy Eucharist in the Celtic Tradition 
This liturgy is adapted from “A Celtic Liturgy for Every Season” by Elizabeth Grover. 

 

 
The people’s response is in bold.  

OPENING WORDS 
The God of love is with us. 
The Spirit of love is in us. 
Risen Lord, light of all peoples, come stand among us. 
Scatter the darkness before us that we may walk as children of light. 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
We will light a light in the name of the Maker  
God who said, “Let there be light!” 
We will light a light in the name of Christ  
Jesus whose birth was announced by the shining of a star. 
We will light a light in the name of the Spirit 
The Holy One whose love enlightens our hearts. 
 

Lord God, who by the incarnation of Jesus cast away the darkness of the world; be near us as 
the dark approaches and dispel the gloom of night that we may see your light and that your 
brightness may shine through us to your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 



A HYMN OF PRAISE 
Let us praise the Holy One.  
God brings light to our darkened lives.  
Praise to the God of light! 
 
O Christ, be our light;  
shine in the darkness and guide us on our path.  
O Christ, be our shield;  
enfold us in your love and protect us in your care. 
O Christ, envelop us;  
be beside us, on left and on right. 
O Christ, lead and support us;  
be before us and be behind us.  
O Christ, be our light;  
illumine and guide us on our way. Amen.  
 

A PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray. Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that 
abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON  ISAIAH 58:1-12 
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the 
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to 
God. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you 
fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today 
will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble 
oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you 
call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the 
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with 
the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover 
them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the 



dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory 
of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall 
cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  
If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you 
offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in 
the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and 
satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be 
rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the 
repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE RESPONSE Even So Alice Walker 
 
Love, if it is love, never goes away. 
It is embedded in us, 
like seams of gold in the Earth, 
waiting for light, 
waiting to be struck. 
 
SECOND LESSON 1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-16 
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 
you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My 
speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom 
but on the power of God. 
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood 
this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 
        “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
            nor the human heart conceived, 
        what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 



the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human 
spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so 
that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of these things in 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to 
those who are spiritual. 
Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to 
them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. Those 
who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 
        “For who has known the mind of the Lord 
            so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 

THE GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:13-20 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 
but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks 
one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE HOMILY  
There will be a pause for silent reflection immediately following the homily. 



 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us join in affirming our faith in God.  
We believe in God above us,  
  Maker and sustainer of all life,  
  Of sun and moon, of water and earth,  
  Of all that was,  
   all that is,  
   and of all that is yet to be 
 We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ,  
  The Word made flesh,  
  Born of a woman, servant of the poor,  
  Tortured and nailed to a tree 
 A man of sorrows, he died forsaken.  
 He descended into the earth to the place of death.  
 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
 He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present,  
  And his kingdom will come on earth .  
 We believe in God within us, 
  The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,  
  Life-giving breath of the Church,  
  Spirit of healing and forgiveness,  
  Source of resurrection and of eternal life.  
  Amen.   
 
 THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

The Celebrant says 
We pray now for the needs of all people throughout the world, remembering that God brings 
light to any darkness. Let us pray.  
 
The intercessor continues 
Gracious God, empower the Church throughout the world in its life and witness.  
Break down the barriers that divide, so that united in your truth and love, the Church may 
confess your name, share one baptism, sit at one table, and serve you with one accord. 
Light of the world, be known to us. 
 
 



Guide the rulers of the nations. Move them to set aside their fear, greed and vain ambition, 
and to strive for justice and peace, so that all your children may be free. 
Light of the world, be known to us. 
Hear the cries of those experiencing hunger, homelessness, and suffering; those near and 
those far. Give those of us who consume most of the earth’s resources the will to reorder our 
lives, so that all may have their rightful share of food, care, shelter, and fullness of life. 
Light of the world, be known to us. 
 
Look with compassion on all who suffer illness and distress, especially those we now name. 
<Pause> Support them with your love and lead us to be healers for all we encounter, in the 
name of Christ. 
Light of the world, be known to us. 
 
With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died, saints who bore witness to your light, 
especially those we now name. <Pause> Allow us to persevere in faith, mercy, and love, and at 
the end of our lives to behold your glory. 
Light of the world, be known to us. 
 

The celebrant continues 
O God, in your loving purpose, answer our prayers for your creation. By your grace, grant us 
the will and the wisdom to make this world new, and all for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We gather in search of wholeness, but our brokenness separates us from God and from one 
another. Let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 
 

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us  
 as the light of the world,  
 to reveal your love for all people.  
We confess that our sin and pride  
 hide the brightness of your light.  
We turn away from the poor, we ignore cries for justice,  
 and we do not strive for peace.  
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin,  
 and baptize us once again with your Spirit, that,  forgiven and renewed,  
 we may show forth your glory  
 shining in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 



Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy on you and set you free from sin, strengthen you in goodness,  
 and keep you in eternal life;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
SHARING THE PEACE 

God makes peace within us. 
Let us claim it. 
God makes peace between us. 
Let us share it. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
OFFERTORY  
  

We encourage you to give your offering electronically today through our CoR App.  (Search Redeemer Cincy in 
your app store.) Or you may choose to give online via our secure online system located here: 
https://redeemercincy.tpsdb.com/Give/offering  There are also two collection spots in the narthex (look for the 
Give Here signs) where you may deposit your offering safely. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
We offer you praise and hearts lifted high, O God, whose light enlightens every human being, 
and whose love offers to all hope for new life. And with the whole realm of nature around us, 
with earth, sea, and sky, with the light of sun and stars, with the angels, and with saints of 
heaven and of earth, we join in the song of your unending greatness: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

https://redeemercincy.tpsdb.com/Give/offering


Holy in the heights of heaven, holy in the depths of earth, O God, your glory knows no 
bounds, and your love is without end. The Word that was in the beginning, and through 
whom all things were made, you sent to dwell among us, full of grace and truth, that believing 
in him we may have springs of life. We bless you that in love for the world, your Son laid 
down his life and overcame death’s powers to be our hope of life everlasting; that in love he 
poured out his Spirit to lead us into all truth; and that in love he returned to the Source of 
Light to draw all the earth to him. On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and having 
blessed it, he broke the bread and gave it to his friends, saying, “Take, eat, this is my body 
which is broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” In the same way he took wine 
and, having given thanks for it, poured it out and gave the cup to them, saying, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my blood which is poured out for you. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering his eternal self-giving, we proclaim the mystery of Christ among us. Made 
one with him and one with each other, we offer these gifts and with them ourselves, a 
single, holy living sacrifice.  

Hear us now, O Christ, and breathe your Spirit upon us; sanctify this bread and this wine, 
that they may be the body and blood of Jesus, heaven’s food and drink for us, for you are the 
living bread that comes down from heaven to give life to the world; you are the true vine 
without whom we can do nothing. We ask these things in the name of Jesus, by whom, with 
whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 
God, world without end. Amen. 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say,  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Spirit we await is with us in the bread. 

The voice of the Holy One speaks to us in the cup. 



THE SHARING OF A HOLY MEAL    

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us stand and join in thanking God for this holy meal  
 

O God, in love you have called us to be your people,  
and in love we have shared this bread and wine.  
May the flame of your love be rekindled in our hearts  
by this holy meal and may its light guide us  
on our journey and lead us home to you;  
in the name of God, Creator, Redeemer,  
and Sanctifier. Amen. 
 
Lord of all light, as we go forth into the world, we extinguish this light. 
But we will carry the light in our hearts and we pray that as we go about our work in the 
world, we will shine with the love of God. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
May the blessing of light be upon us,  
light without and light within. 
May the blessed sun shine on us and warm each heart  
until it glows like a great fire. 
And may the light of Christ’s love so fill us  
that we may be lights to the world. 
And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
Let us go forth into the world to share the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IN THANKSGIVING & MEMORY 

The flowers that beautify our worship spaces are given to the glory of God in loving memory 

of  Mark Blocher by Karen Blocher and Cliff & Jacque Weake by Gay Weake. 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Celebrant & Preacher ......................................................................... The Rev. Melanie Slane 
Lector  .............................................................................................................. Sarah Sanderson  
Lay Reader  .................................................................................................................. Bill Culp 
Intercessor  .................................................................................................................. Pam Popp  
Celtic Guild ................................................................................................................ Pam Popp 
Bread Guild .............................................................................................................. Hollis Bass   
Altar Guild  ............................. Karen Staffiera, John Morabito, Amanda Rasche, Ryan Patel  
Flower Guild  ....  Melanie Schottelkotte, Christy Borneman, Sharon Smith, Sue Wilkening, 
  Denise Beauchamp 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


