
WELCOME TO THE BANQUET 
 December 5, 2021 

WELCOME 

INVITATION TO CHILDREN  
Children, elementary school age, are invited to the Chapel for Children’s Liturgy. 
 

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 
said by one 

 
 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this:  
Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  

The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.  
There is no other commandment greater than these.”  

 

OPENING PRAYER 
said by all 

 
 

Dear God, thank you for loving us.  
Help us love you. 

Help us get ready for Jesus. 
Help us say “Yes”, like Mary.  

Amen.  
 

SONG OF MARY 
said by one  

 
 

Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies your name, my God  
and my spirit rejoices in you my Savior,  

for You have looked with favor on your lowly servant:  
and from this day all generations will call me Blessed.  

You have done great things for me, 
Holy is your name. 

Mercy is for those who revere You 
from generation to generation. 

You have shown the strength of your arm: 
Scattering the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

You have brought down the powerful from their thrones,  
and lifted up the lowly; 

You have filled the hungry with good things, 
and sent the rich away empty. 

You have come to the help of your people:  
for you have remembered your promise of mercy,  

according to the promise made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  

 



SONG 
 

Forever Reign 
 

READING 
Luke 3:1-6  

 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Her-
od was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of re-
pentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and 

the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"  
 

HOMILY AND CONVERSATION  
 

 

BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Please turn to face the Baptismal font.  

 
 
One God is 
All The Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
One God is 
All Jesus Christ our Savior, the anointed one.  
One God is 
All The Holy Spirit, at work in the world.  
One With God’s help 
All We will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread,  

and in the prayers. 
One With God’s help 
All We will persevere in resisting evil, and when falling into sin, we will repent and  

return to God.  
One With God’s help 
All We will proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.  
One With God’s help 
All We will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself.  
One With God’s help  
All  We will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every  

human being.  
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 

One As we eagerly await the coming of our Lord and Savior who brings light into our weary world, we turn to 
you, O God, with our concerns and thanksgivings, responding, “Let your light shine in our hearts.”  

 



 We pray for the church throughout the world, and for all who serve the world in Christ’s name.  
Comfort your Church, O God.  

All Let your light shine in our hearts. 
One We pray for people everywhere, that division and hatred, poverty and ignorance may be cast out, and that 

where there is conflict, leaders may be strengthened and inspired to unite for peace. Comfort your Nations, 
O God.  

All Let your light shine in our hearts. 
One We pray that this Advent time of hopeful expectation may be for us a time of grace, reflection, and  

generosity. Open our hearts wide as we prepare for your coming. Comfort your World, O God.  
All Let your light shine in our hearts. 
One We pray for people and places that long for relief from suffering, for all affected by the coronavirus; for all 

struggling with mental health concerns and those we name now, silently or aloud. (pause). God remind us 
that we are not alone. Comfort your Children, O God. 

All Let your light shine in our hearts. 
One We pray for those who have died, remembering especially those we name now, silently or aloud. (pause). 

Comfort those who grieve, O God.  
All Let your light shine in our hearts. 
Celebrant Comfort, comfort your people, O God. Cause a new light to shine in our hearts, and keep us in hopeful ex-

pectation that you will make yourself known to us in small and generous ways as we await the coming of Je-
sus Christ, your son, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

PEACE 
 

 
SONG 

 
Beautiful Things 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
Celebrant   In the beginning, God of creation, your wind swept the darkness, stirring up life from the 
heights to the depths. Your spirit raised us from dust and formed us to be like your, children with one  
common breath. We couldn’t see where the wind had come from, we couldn’t tell where the wind would 
go. Divided, we hid behind walls turning away from the breath of life. But you spoke through the prophets, 
you gave visions to slaves, you spoke in the whirlwind and promised salvation. You breathed on Mary, your  
listening servant, making your Word alive in her flesh. You gave us Jesus, who shared our same breath  
receiving your Spirit in the river Jordan. He proclaimed freedom to captives, good news to the poor he gave 
hope to the suffering, and life to the dead. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at supper with his 
friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them saying: “Take, eat, this is my body, 
broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, said the 
blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, 
God of endless mercy, of all the things that are yours we offer you these, which are yours especially.  
We offer them gladly, as he told us, giving thanks for his death and resurrection. Filled with your Spirit, 
and drawn together in his peace we praise you and we bless you:  
 
All  We praise you, we bless you and we give thanks to you. We pray to you, our God:  
Celebrant  Pour out your Spirit once more to make this bread and wine the body and blood of Christ, that 
we might blow through the world with his love healing and forgiving, reconciling like Jesus until the 
heights and depths, are filled with your children from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
joined with the communion of saints, we are bold to say:  



 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION MUSIC  
 

There’s Something about the Name 
 

PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS 
Said by all, please turn to face the rear of the nave, as we prepare to go into the world.  

 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon;  

where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  

 
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  

to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen.  
 

BLESSING 
 

 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR THOSE CELEBRATING 

Birthdays in the next week: Nancy Mackenzie Powell, Heather 
Krombholz, Charles Baker, John Avril, Martha Stimson, Livie Vatter, 
Lee Cowan, Sharon Holbrook, Lynne Wagoner, Carter 
Gaither,Thomas Robinson, Linda Busken Jergens, Paul Shortt, Jim 
Miller, Kurt Palmquist, Lela Robinson, Whitten Massey, Gretchen 
Webb, Bonnie Helvie, Arlo Slane 
 
 
Anniversaries in the coming week: David & Angela Lyman, Bryan & 
Jacqueline Tye, Amy & Jim Kattman 
 

PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP  

Celebrant The Rev. Melanie Slane 

Preacher The Rev. Philip DeVaul 

Scripture Reading and Prayers Nancye Van Brunt 

Sacristan Mark Bass  

Ushers Larry & Kathe Kissel 

Bread Guild Guy Byars 

Altar Guild Liz Schildknecht, Julia Joyce,  
Andrea Rogers 

Flower Guild Kathe Kissel, Courtney Vice,  
Laurie Maguire, Sue Wilkening 

The Eucharistic Prayer is adapted from St. Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church, San Francisco. 


