
   

 

Welcome to the Church of the Redeemer and this service of Advent Lessons and Carols. 
  

On Christmas Eve in 1918, Eric Milner-White, Dean of King's College, Cambridge, offered a Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols to the city of Cambridge. The service has since become a worldwide holiday tradition. The success of the Christmas Eve 
service prompted Milner-White to craft a service of Advent Lessons and Carols for the first Sunday of Advent in 1934. Our own 
service is adapted from this form, and it calls to mind through word and song the joyful expectation of Advent.  
  

The Lessons and Carols service was for many years a staple at Church of the Redeemer, and we hope, as we return to this  
beautiful service, that it will be become once again an annual tradition for our entire parish and for the city of Cincinnati. This 
year Advent Lessons and Carols will be available online as a podcast! Listen in during the week before Christmas and meditate 
on a series of carols, hymns, readings, and the seven great “O” Antiphons, one of the great Medieval inheritances of the Church. 
O come, Emmanuel!  
 

                         — Dr. Brett Scott, Director of Music; 
                             Matthew Swanson, Assistant Choirmaster 
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INTROIT   Wachet auf (vs.1) J. S. Bach 

HYMN H 59 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 

PRELUDE     
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ANTIPHON  O Sapientia  

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves so that we may be 
shown its true meaning. Let us hear in Holy Scripture how the prophets of Israel foretold that God 
would visit and redeem the waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good  
purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled. Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, will bring all peoples and all things into the glory of God’s eternal kingdom. The blind receive 
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the 
poor receive the Gospel. But first, let us pray for the world that God so loves, for those who have not 
heard the good news of God, or who do not believe it; for those who walk in darkness and the shadow 
of death; and for the Church in this place and everywhere, that it may in pure joy lift up the light of the 
love of God. 

PRAYER 
The Officiant begins. 

The one who made the Pleiades and Orion, 
    and turns deep darkness into the morning, 
    and darkens the day into night, 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 
    and pours them out on the surface of the earth, 
the Lord is his name.  

LESSON   Amos 5:8 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in the words that Christ himself taught us: 

People and Officiant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellow-
ship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
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LESSON  JOHN 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

CAROL  Creator of the Stars of Night Malcolm Archer 

ANTIPHON  O Adonai  

LESSON  Micah 4:1-4 

In days to come 
    the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
    and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it, 
     and many nations shall come and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between many peoples, 
    and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 

I remember your name in the night, O Lord, 
    and dwell upon your law.  

LESSON   Psalm 119:55 
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CAROL   H66 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

ANTIPHON  O Radix Jesse  

Hear my prayer, O God; * 
    give ear to the words of my mouth.  

LESSON   Psalm 54:2 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more; 
but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, 
    and no one shall make them afraid; 
    for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 
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LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

CAROL  Es Ist Ein Ros Entsprungen Michael Praetorious 
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ANTIPHON  O Clavis David  

By day the Lord commands his steadfast love; * 
    and by night his song is with me, 
    a prayer to the God of my life.  

LESSON  Isaiah 9:6-7 

For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

CAROL  Peace Kevin Siegfried 

LESSON   Psalm 42:8 

ANTIPHON  O Oriens  

Darkness is not dark to you; 
the night is as bright as the day; * 
    darkness and light to you are both alike. 

For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
    you knit me together in my mother's womb.  

LESSON   Psalm 139:11-12 
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LESSON  Isaiah 9:1-2 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make  
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 

 

CAROL  O thou, the central orb Charles Wood 

ANTIPHON  O Rex Gentium  

LESSON  Zephaniah 3:14-17 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
    shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
    O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
    he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
    you shall fear disaster no more. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 
    to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem.  

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 
    because of their transgressions.  

LESSON   Psalm 65:1-2 
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CAROL  How lovely are the messengers from Saint Paul Felix Mendelssohn 

ANTIPHON  O Emmanuel  

LESSON  Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his  
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her. 

 

CAROL  Magnificat in B Flat Philip Moore  

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, * 
    the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.  

LESSON   Psalm 141:2 

Do not fear, O Zion; 
    do not let your hands grow weak. 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
    a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
    he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 
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BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE     

CHORAL BENEDICTION  Wachet auf! (vs. 2) J. S. Bach 

HYMN   H 73 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns  
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Officiant The Rev. Melanie W. J. Slane 
Readers Gordon Christenson, Christine Andrew, Ashley Ford, Nora Beatty 
The Redeemer Choir Dr. L. Brett Scott, Director of Music; Matthew Swanson, Assistant Choirmaster 

Organist Thomas Heidenreich 
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