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Unidentified. Parable of the Mustard Seed, 
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  
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Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  

Officiant Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler 
and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  



 4 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant 
my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in upright-
ness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given 
him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out 
or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great peo-
ple, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an under-
standing mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern 
this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. In-
deed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one 
like you shall arise after you." 

129 Your decrees are wonderful; * 
          therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
130 When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
          it gives understanding to the simple. 
131 I open my mouth and pant; * 
          I long for your commandments. 
132 Turn to me in mercy, * 
          as you always do to those who love your Name. 
133 Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
          let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
          and I will keep your commandments. 
135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
          and teach me your statutes. 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
          because people do not keep your law. 
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called accord-
ing to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom 
he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? 
It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

          “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

               we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am con-
vinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Verse 1  Walking around these walls 
I thought by now they'd fall 
But you have never failed me yet 
Waiting for change to come 
Knowing the battle's won 
For you have never failed me yet 

   

Chorus  Your promise still stands 
Great is your faithfulness 
Faithfulness 
I'm still in your hands 
This is my confidence 
You've never failed me yet 

   

Verse 2  I know the night won't last 
Your word will come to pass 
My heart will sing your praise again 
Jesus you're still enough 
Keep me within your love 
My heart will sing your praise again 

   

Bridge  I've seen you move 
You move the mountains 
And I believe 
I'll see you do it again 
You made a way 
Where there was no way 
And I believe 
I'll see you do it again 
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There will be a pause for silent reflection immediately following the homily. 

  

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 
that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then 
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl 
of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of eve-
ry kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw 
out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 
from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old." 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
    the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father,  
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made.  
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate  
 from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Leader Christ has gathered the Church in unity through the Spirit. With sure and certain 
hope, let us pray for the Church and for the World saying: In the power of the Holy 
Spirit, make us your advocate.  

Silence 

Leader Maker of all things, in the beginning, you created heaven and earth. In the fullness 
of time, you restored all things in Christ. Renew our world, in this day, with your 
grace and mercy. In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader Holy Trinity of Love, you desire the unity of all people. Set aflame the whole Church 
with the fire of your Spirit, and inspire us to live in the world as a sign of your love. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  Life of the world, you breathed new life into the flesh you first created. By your  
Spirit, breathe new life into the children of earth. Turn hatred into love, sorrow into 
joy, and war into peace. In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  We give thanks for all healthcare workers and all public servants in our community, 
and for all the blessings of this life. I invite your thanksgivings from grateful hearts.  
In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  God of compassion, through your Spirit you supply every human need. Heal the 
sick, comfort the distressed, befriend the friendless, and free the forgotten, remem-
bering especially, all those effected by the corona virus; and those you wish to name. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  We commend to your mercy all who have died.  We pray that they may rest in the 
comfort of your saving embrace; and that we may share with them in your eternal 
kingdom. In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 
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Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 

All Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Officiant, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  

Leader  Source of peace, your Spirit restores our anxious spirits. In our labor, give us rest; in 
our temptation, give us strength; in our sadness, give us solace. In the power of the 
Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  Faithful God, your Spirit empowered the first disciples to witness to your truth.  
Empower us, and all who believe, to speak your word and do your will, that the 
world may know the life and love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
People and Officiant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

Following the Blessing, the people respond 
Amen. 

  

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect 
our hearts; break down the walls that separate us;  unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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I N  T H A N K S G I V I N G  &  M E M O R Y  
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WE GIVE THANKS FOR THOSE CELEBRATING: 
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Joan Ryder, Frost Hankinson, Charlie Wilson, Bruce Weil, Bill Killen, Constanza Montgomery, Jim 
Becker, Jerry Dehner, Mei Li Weil, Maxwell Kanfer. 

Anniversaries in the coming week: Emily & Dan von Allmen, Karen & Mike Staffiera. 

Officiant The Rev. Melanie W. J. Slane 

Preacher The Rev. Joyce Keeshin 

Deacon The Rev. Gary Lubin 

Lector Sarah Sanderson 
Psalmist Anny Stevens-Gleason 

Lay Reader Mike Firesheets 
Intercessor The Rev. Joyce Keeshin 

Organist Thomas Heidenreich 

Song of Praise Leader Anny Stevens-Gleason 

Gospel Song Leader Liz Clemons 



   

 

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Liturgy of the Word, Rite II  

August 8, 2020 

 
T H E  E P I S C O PA L  C H U R C H  
O F  T H E  R E D E E M E R  

Unidentified. Parable of the Mustard Seed, 
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  



 2 

 

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  

Officiant Let us pray. Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things 
that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of 
Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah! What to me is the multi-
tude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat 
of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. When you come to 
appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no more; bringing offer-
ings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convoca-
tion--I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and your appointed 
festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them. When 
you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I 
will not listen; your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the 
evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue 
the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. Come now, let us argue it out, says the 
LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are red like crim-
son, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the 

1 The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
 he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.  
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
 God reveals himself in glory.  
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
 before him there is a consuming flame, 
 and round about him a raging storm.  
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
 to witness the judgment of his people.  
5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
 those who have made a covenant with me 
 and sealed it with sacrifice."  
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
 for God himself is judge.  
7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
 "O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. By faith Abra-
ham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an  inheritance; 
and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he 
had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs 
with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 
old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as 
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." All of these died in 
faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. 
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in 
this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land 
that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; 
indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 



 6 

 

Verse 1  Walking around these walls 
I thought by now they'd fall 
But you have never failed me yet 
Waiting for change to come 
Knowing the battle's won 
For you have never failed me yet 

   

Chorus  Your promise still stands 
Great is your faithfulness 
Faithfulness 
I'm still in your hands 
This is my confidence 
You've never failed me yet 

   

Verse 2  I know the night won't last 
Your word will come to pass 
My heart will sing your praise again 
Jesus you're still enough 
Keep me within your love 
My heart will sing your praise again 

   

Bridge  I've seen you move 
You move the mountains 
And I believe 
I'll see you do it again 
You made a way 
Where there was no way 
And I believe 
I'll see you do it again 
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There will be a pause for silent reflection immediately following the homily. 

  

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 12:32-40. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do 
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. "Be dressed for action and have your 
lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so 
that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves 
whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. "But know this: if the owner of 
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
    the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father,  
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made.  
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate  
 from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Leader Christ has gathered the Church in unity through the Spirit. With sure and certain 
hope, let us pray for the Church and for the World saying: In the power of the Holy 
Spirit, make us your advocate.  

Silence 

Leader Maker of all things, in the beginning, you created heaven and earth. In the fullness 
of time, you restored all things in Christ. Renew our world, in this day, with your 
grace and mercy. In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader Holy Trinity of Love, you desire the unity of all people. Set aflame the whole Church 
with the fire of your Spirit, and inspire us to live in the world as a sign of your love. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  Life of the world, you breathed new life into the flesh you first created. By your  
Spirit, breathe new life into the children of earth. Turn hatred into love, sorrow into 
joy, and war into peace. In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  We give thanks for all healthcare workers and all public servants in our community, 
and for all the blessings of this life. I invite your thanksgivings from grateful hearts.  
In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  God of compassion, through your Spirit you supply every human need. Heal the 
sick, comfort the distressed, befriend the friendless, and free the forgotten, remem-
bering especially, all those effected by the corona virus; and those you wish to name. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  We commend to your mercy all who have died.  We pray that they may rest in the 
comfort of your saving embrace; and that we may share with them in your eternal 
kingdom. In the power of the Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 
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Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 

All Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Officiant, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  

Leader  Source of peace, your Spirit restores our anxious spirits. In our labor, give us rest; in 
our temptation, give us strength; in our sadness, give us solace. In the power of the 
Holy Spirit, 

People Make us your advocate. 

Leader  Faithful God, your Spirit empowered the first disciples to witness to your truth.  
Empower us, and all who believe, to speak your word and do your will, that the 
world may know the life and love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
People and Officiant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

Following the Blessing, the people respond 
Amen. 

  

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect 
our hearts; break down the walls that separate us;  unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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I N  T H A N K S G I V I N G  &  M E M O R Y  

T h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  R e d e e m e r  
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WE GIVE THANKS FOR THOSE CELEBRATING: 
Birthdays in the next week: Nathan Eriksen, Loretta Graner, Michael Goodman, James Longaberger, 
Joan Ryder, Frost Hankinson, Charlie Wilson, Bruce Weil, Bill Killen, Constanza Montgomery, Jim 
Becker, Jerry Dehner, Mei Li Weil, Maxwell Kanfer. 

Anniversaries in the coming week: Emily & Dan von Allmen, Karen & Mike Staffiera. 

Officiant The Rev. Melanie W. J. Slane 

Preacher The Rev. Joyce Keeshin 

Deacon The Rev. Gary Lubin 

Lector Sarah Sanderson 
Psalmist Anny Stevens-Gleason 

Lay Reader Mike Firesheets 
Intercessor The Rev. Joyce Keeshin 

Organist Thomas Heidenreich 

Song of Praise Leader Anny Stevens-Gleason 

Gospel Song Leader Hannah Teetor 


