
     

 

Welcome to Holy Eucharist in the Celtic tradition. At this service, we offer music and liturgy based on principles of Celtic  
worship. Our services follow themes which change with the liturgical season. During the season of Epiphany the theme of light 
represents the enlightenment of the world with the spreading of the Gospel. 
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OUR SERVICE BEGINS ON PAGE 41 IN A CELTIC LITURGY FOR EVERY SEASON.  

THE COLLECT 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day pre-
sented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE FIRST READING 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his com-
ing, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they pre-
sent offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

THE RESPONSE 

Psalm 84 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 
        My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
        my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
2 The sparrow has found her a house 
         and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
        by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
        my King and my God. 

PRELUDE  Holy Manna American Folk Hymn 

  The Road to Isles Traditional Scottish Air 
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THE SECOND READING 

Hebrews 2:14-18 

Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so 
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did 
not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he him-
self was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
        they will always be praising you. 
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
       whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
        for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
6 They will climb from height to height, * 
        and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
        hearken, O God of Jacob. 
8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
         and look upon the face of your Anointed. 
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
        and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
        than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * 
        he will give grace and glory; 
11 No good thing will the Lord withhold * 
        from those who walk with integrity. 
12 O Lord of hosts, * 
        happy are they who put their trust in you! 
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THE GOSPEL 

Luke 2:22-40  

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
"Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice ac-
cording to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and de-
vout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying, 
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel." 
And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will 
be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

GOSPEL SONG 

F. O’Carroll and C. Walker ©1985, 1996; reprinted under license U5047 LicenSing Online 
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There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the 
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night 
and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him. 

OFFERTORY  Ye Banks and Braes Traditional Scottish Folk Song 

THE SANCTUS 

Music: Land of Rest–traditional folk melody; reprinted under onelicense.net A709573 
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COMMUNION MUSIC Oft in the Stilly Night Scottish Air 

BLESSING SONG 

Text from traditional Irish Blessing; music by John Grover 



8  

 

CLOSING HYMN Lord of Times and Lord of Seasons 

 
Music: American Folk Tune; Southern Harmony, 1835. Text: author unknown. 
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R E C E I V I N G  C O M M U N I O N  
The Church believes that in Holy Communion, the Body and Blood of Christ is given to God’s 
people and received by faith. All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome here 
and invited either to participate in Communion or to receive a blessing. To receive the bread, 
please hold your hands out in front of you. To receive the wine, help guide the chalice to your 
lips. If you prefer, you may dip the bread in the wine and then place it in your mouth. If you do 
not wish to receive the bread and the wine, you are invited to come forward, cross your hands 
across your chest, and receive a blessing. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon 
request. 

C O M M I S S I O N I N G  O F  L A Y  E U C H A R I S T I C  V I S I T O R   
Celebrant  In the name of God and on behalf of this congregation, I send you forth bearing 
  these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the  
  communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
People   We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

The New Moon 
O moon of the seasons, shining and bright, 
New moon of the months and the tides so white, 
In the name of the Holy Spirit of grace 
In the Father’s name of the City of peace 
In Jesus’ name who did death displace 
in the name of the Three our shield without cease 
If well thou hast found us to be tonight 
O seven times better when waned thy light 
Safe leave us unharmed, season-moon so bright 
O moon of the seasons, shining and white. 
 -Carmen Gaedelica  

Please use this poetry for your own contemplation during the service or to take with you for your own prayer life. 
POETRY  
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This Candle Flame 

In this candle flame I see 
The heart of God watching me 
The love of God bringing peace to me 
The compassion of God encircling me 
The humility of God sensing me 
The strength of God bringing hope to me 
In this candle flame I see 
God’s fire that burns in the heart of me. 

 -Anonymous 

From the Darkness 

O gentle Christ, ever thanks to thee, 
That thou from the dark hast raised me free 
And from the coldness of last night’s space 
To the gentle light of this day’s grace. 

O God of all creatures, praise to thee, 
As to each life thou hast poured on me, 
My wish, my word, my sense, my praise, 
My thought, my deed, my fame, and my ways. 

 -Carmen Gaedelica  

New Moon 

May thy light be fair to me, 
May thy course be smooth to me! 
If good to me is thy beginning, 
Seven times better thine end, 
Thou fair moon of the seasons, 
Thou great lamp of grace. 

He who created thee 
Created me likewise;  
He who gave thee weight and light 
Gave to me life and death. 
And the joy of the seven satisfactions, 
Thou great lamp of grace, 
Thou fair moon of the seasons. 

 -Anonymous  
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During periods of silence throughout this service, or in your personal times of prayers and reflection outside of worship, this  
labyrinth is a gift of peace to all who seek deeper relationship with God in their life's journey. 

Using your finger, journey on this labyrinth toward inner-contentedness with the Divine, spend some time with God there, in the 
center, and then re-trace your journey outward with the knowledge that God is ever with you. 

A Labyrinth is not a maze; as a maze has dead ends that are used to confuse and trick the mind. A labyrinth is a spiral course 
having a single, winding unobstructed path from the outside to the center. 
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I N  T H A N K S G I V I N G  &  M E M O R Y  
WE GIVE THANKS FOR THOSE CELEBRATING: 
Birthdays in the next week: Bonnie Dowers, Tate Greenwald, Evie Ferguson, Elizabeth Carlson, Millie 
Vatter, Ninah Foad, Robin Henderson, Jeffrey Helvie, Sarah Larsen, Kevin Kappers, Chuck Hardy, 
Kelen Weathers, Graham Wetherill. 

Anniversaries in the coming week: Betsy & Brian Babb, Cindy & Bill Hamann. 

The FLOWERS that beautify our worship spaces are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Cliff 
& Jacque Weake by Gay Weake, Wilford Lawrence Romney by Nicky Bade, David Knoll by Pat Knoll, 
Erin & Clara by Les McNeill & family.  
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P A R T I C I P A T I N G  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  W O R S H I P  

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Philip DeVaul 
Lector V’Ann Ryther 

Lay Reader Jeanne Plunkett 
Intercessor  Chet Cavaliere 

Bread Guild Brett Flodder, Brian Babb, Pattie Kovach 

Flower Guild Francie Morrison, Christine Bennett, Courtney Vice 

Altar Guild Kathe Kissel, Judy Frey, Lisa Frey, Liz Schildknecht, Kelly Schleker,  
Sharon Smith 

Celtic Guild Bonnie Dowers, Philip Dowers 


