THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Second Sunday of Advent - Rite I Holy Eucharist + December 8, 2019 - 8 am

Our service begins on page 323 in the blue Book of Common Prayer.

THE COLLECT

Merciful God, you didst send thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING
Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of coun-
sel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear
of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wick-
ed. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

THE RESPONSE
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's Son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.



5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, *
who alone does wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! *
and may all the earth be filled with his glory.
Amen. Amen.

THE SECOND READING
Romans 15:4-3

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ

Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gen-
tiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";
and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah
says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles

shall hope."

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

THE GOSPEL
Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when
he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.””



Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and
all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repent-
ance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat
into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Celebrant ~ As we eagerly await the coming of our Lord and Savior who brings light into our
weary world, we turn to you, O God, with our concerns and thanksgivings, saying:
Comfort your people, O God.

Following each petition, the people respond

Let your light shine in our hearts.
The Celebrant concludes:
Comfort, comfort your people, O God. Cause a new light to shine in our hearts, and keep us in
hopeful expectation that you will make yourself known to us in small and generous ways as we
await the coming of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

RECEIVING COMMUNION

The Church believes that in Holy Communion, the Body and Blood of Christ is given to God’s
people and received by faith. All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome here
and invited either to participate in Communion or to receive a blessing. To receive the bread,
please hold your hands out in front of you. To receive the wine, help guide the chalice to your
lips. If you prefer, you may dip the bread in the wine and then place it in your mouth. If you do
not wish to receive the bread and the wine, you are invited to come forward, cross your hands
across your chest, and receive a blessing. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon

request.



COMMISSIONING OF LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR

Celebrant In the name of God and on behalf of this congregation, I send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

IN THANKSGIVING & MEMORY
WE GIVE THANKS FOR THOSE CELEBRATING:

Birthdays in the next week: Livie Vatter, Lee Cowan, Sharon Holbrook, Lynne Wagoner, Carter
Gaither, Mike Walther, Thomas Robinson, Linda Busken Jergens, Paul Shortt, Jim Miller, Kurt
Palmquist, Lela Robinson, Whitten Massey, Gretchen Webb, Bonnie Helvie, Aristotle Slane, Quina
Schmidlapp, George Nielson, Melanie Schottelkotte, John McKernan, Andrew Sesler, James Bojarski,
Bradley Herndon, Emily Rowe.

Anniversaries in the coming week: Amy & Jim Kattman, Angela & David Lyman, Pattie & Andy
Jamison, Frank & Josephine Keenan.

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Melanie W. J. Slane
Deacon The Rev. Gary Lubin
Lector Lisa Frey
Lay Reader Bill Culp
Intercessor Stewart Lewis
Bankers Bob Campbell, Larry Kissel, Chris Gorz (alt.)
Bread Guild Courtney Vice, Hollis Bass, Emily von Allmen
Flower Guild Blake Gustafson, Christy Bornemann, Vicky Carroll, Melanie Schottelkotte,
Sharon Smith

Altar Guild Karen Staffiera, Kathy Behne, Jan Hill, Pattie Kovach, Katy Mallon,
Amanda Rasche

Children’s Liturgy The Rev. Mitchell Bojarski, Lisa Senter
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