
     

 

Welcome to Holy Eucharist in the Celtic tradition. At this service, we offer music and liturgy based on principles of Celtic  
worship. Our services follow themes which change with the liturgical season. During the season of Pentecost we are guided by the 
theme of fire which is the tongue of flame in which the Holy Spirit arrived on the Day of Pentecost.  

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Celtic Holy Eucharist  

August 18, 2019 · 5 pm 
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OUR SERVICE BEGINS ON PAGE 76 IN A CELTIC LITURGY FOR EVERY SEASON.  

THE COLLECT 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example 
of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow 
daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE FIRST READING 

Jeremiah 23:23-29  

Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so 
that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. I have 
heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I 
have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy 
lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my 
name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 
Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my 
word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. Is not my word like 
fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

THE RESPONSE 

Psalm 82  

1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; * 
he gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 

2 "How long will you judge unjustly, * 
and show favor to the wicked? 

3 Save the weak and the orphan; * 
defend the humble and needy; 

4 Rescue the weak and the poor; * 
deliver them from the power of the wicked. 

5 They do not know, neither do they understand; 
they go about in darkness; * 
all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, * 
and all of you children of the Most High; 

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, * 
and fall like any prince.'" 

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, * 
for you shall take all nations for your own. 
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THE SECOND READING 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2  

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians 
attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been en-
circled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobe-
dient, because she had received the spies in peace. And what more should I say? For time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-- 
who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the 
mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weak-
ness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resur-
rection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 
Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to 
death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep 
and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented-- of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered 
in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were 
commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided some-
thing better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings 
so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

THE GOSPEL 

Luke 12:49-56   

Jesus said, "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a 
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you 
think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now 
on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be 
divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." 
He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, `It is 
going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, `There 
will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appear-
ance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?" 
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R E C E I V I N G  C O M M U N I O N  
The Church believes that in Holy Communion, the Body and Blood of Christ is given to God’s 
people and received by faith. All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome here 
and invited either to participate in Communion or to receive a blessing. To receive the bread, 
please hold your hands out in front of you. To receive the wine, help guide the chalice to your 
lips. If you prefer, you may dip the bread in the wine and then place it in your mouth. If you do 
not wish to receive the bread and the wine, you are invited to come forward, cross your hands 
across your chest, and receive a blessing. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon 
request. 

C O M M I S S I O N I N G  O F  L A Y  E U C H A R I S T I C  V I S I T O R   
Celebrant  In the name of God and on behalf of this congregation, I send you forth bearing 
  these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the  
  communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
People   We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

Please use this poetry for your own contemplation during the service or to take with you for your own prayer life. 
 

POETRY  

Love divine, all loves excelling 

It is a flame of fire from midmost heaven 
that came down hither into the world, 
fire that will kindle my stubborn nature, 
fire that will fill my whole life; 
it will not fail while God remains in being. 
I shall never be able to declare 
if I should try as long as I live 
how pleasant, how sweet, 
how strong his love is; 
it is an endless flame 
that came from midmost heaven to earth. 
You have kindled fire in me – 
the most perfect fire of heaven 
which the great seas cannot squash at all. 
A passionate, powerful strong flame of fire has been kindled in heaven, 
everlasting love it is 
that has made a union between God and me 

– William Williams Pantycelyn 
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Selection from Fire  

What makes a fire burn 
is space between the logs, 
a breathing space. 
Too much of a good thing, 
too many logs 
packed in too tight 
can douse the flames 
almost as surely 
as a pail of water would. 

So building fires 
requires attention 
to the spaces in between, 
as much as to the wood. 

When we are able to build 
open spaces 
in the same way 
we have learned 
to pile on the logs, 
then we can come to see how 
it is fuel, and absence of the fuel 
together, that make fire possible. 

We only need to lay a log 
lightly from time to time. 

A fire 
grows 
simply because the space is there, 
with openings 
in which the flame 
that knows just how it wants to burn 
can find its way. 

  –Judy Brown 
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During periods of silence throughout this service, or in your personal times of prayers and reflection outside of worship, this  
labyrinth is a gift of peace to all who seek deeper relationship with God in their life's journey. 

Using your finger, journey on this labyrinth toward inner-contentedness with the Divine, spend some time with God there, in the 
center, and then re-trace your journey outward with the knowledge that God is ever with you. 

A Labyrinth is not a maze; as a maze has dead ends that are used to confuse and trick the mind. A labyrinth is a spiral course 
having a single, winding unobstructed path from the outside to the center. 



8  

 

I N  T H A N K S G I V I N G  &  M E M O R Y  
WE GIVE THANKS FOR THOSE CELEBRATING: 
Birthdays in the next week: Julie Saucerman, Mike Hardy, Ann Blemker, Andy Grubbs, Bill Prosser, 
David Roberts, Elizabeth Clapp Ross, Frederic Mosher, Marcia Shortt, Ann Brown, Elizabeth Coley, Ben 
Blemker. 

Anniversaries in the coming week: Jan & Tom Hill, Renee & Dave Herndon, Laurie & Bruce Fairlie 
Weil, Karen & Mike Grimley, Jennifer & Michael Manzler, Molly King & Chris Gorz, Audrey & Mark 
Sesler. 

The FLOWERS that beautify our worship spaces are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Jane 
Killen by Bill Killen.  
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P A R T I C I P A T I N G  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  W O R S H I P  

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Joyce Keeshin 

Lector  

Lay Reader Tom Hill 
Intercessor Pamela Popp 

Bread Guild Emily von Allmen, Guy Byars, Cheryl Fast 
Flower Guild Jolene Struebbe, Denise Beauchamp, Pam Hackim, Courtney Vice 

Altar Guild Kelli Wisecup, Amanda Rasche, Kelly Schleker, Julia Joyce, Andrea Beatty 

Celtic Guild Cynthia Walker 


