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March 27, 2019 

Re-read Genesis 1: 1-19 & 2:5-6 paying special attention to the presence and role of water and cosmology. 

 

 The Hebrew words for water and heaven are made from the same 

root: mayim and shamyim 

 Biblical understanding of cosmology believed the firmament was 

a physical barrier or sheet that held the water below (seas) from 

the water above (heaven). The earth was literally surrounded by 

water. 

 There were holes in the firmament that let in rain.  

 The stars, sun, and moon were affixed to the inside of the 

firmament. The sun moved across the sky. There were six holes in 

the firmament the sun and moon moved in and out of for day and 

night, shifting north and south seasonally through different holes. 

 

The following Old Testament writers reinforce Hebrew cosmology: 

Founded on the seas: Psalm 24:1-2 | Spread out the earth on the waters: Psalm 136:6 | Idols in the form of heaven, 

earth, or sea: Exodus 20:4 | Made firm the skies: Proverbs 8:27-29 | Doors of heaven: Psalms 78:23, 24 | Jacob’s ladder, 

which could reach the heavens because the firmament wasn’t that far from the ground: Genesis 28:10-22 

 

Where do we see, read about, or encounter water in the Bible? What about in our Christian life and at church? 

 

If “all the world’s a stage” as William Shakespeare writes, what is the role of water? What does it represent? What is it 

doing? 

 

Modern science has changed our view of cosmology tremendously since biblical times! This undoubtedly impacts our 

relationship to creation, to one another, and to God. 

: 

THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO 
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It might be easy for us to take water for granted as people of privilege in Cincinnati, but water (too much or too little) is 

the root of much devastation around the world. Drought, flooding, famine, storms, non-potable water sources, wildfire, 

and rising temperatures all impact “the least of these” more than any other, even in our own backyard.  

During the week, take this water quiz to learn about your household use of water: https://www.watercalculator.org/.   

Mary Oliver writes: “Instructions for living a life. Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it.” 

Take the water quiz! Assess your family’s water habits and adjust your use; begin with gratitude. Continue paying 

attention to creation’s role in the stories of our ancestors. 
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