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March 20, 2019 

The first ingredient in tending the soil is … not compost or fertilizer or seeds, but gratitude. 

 Gratitude (n): the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness; a 

practice or journey rather than an end product 

 Gratitude is 1) an affirmation of goodness - there are good things in the world, gifts and benefits we’ve 

received; and 2) a recognition that the sources of this goodness are outside of ourselves: other people, God, 

creation 

 

• Soil is the diverse but integrated community of living and inanimate things that make up the ground beneath 

our feet: microorganisms, decaying plants, animals, animal waste, carbon, water, rocks, and minerals.  

• Dirt is what you get under your fingernails – it’s a group of (once soil) runaways or kidnapped individuals that 

can’t easily be associated with where they were born and grew up. In a sense, they’re particles that have been 

rendered anonymous. 

• Carbon farming is an approach to farming or gardening that prioritizes the preservation of carbon in the soil; 

often uses no-till methods, crop diversity or rotation, and cover cropping. 

• Erosion is the process by which earthen material is worn away, usually by wind or water. Erosion is a natural 

process that can be sped up or altered by humans. 

 

Land Use Rabbithole! 

Origin of crops: https://blog.ciat.cgiar.org/origin-of-crops/ 

United States land use: https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2018-us-land-use/ 

 

Ecosystem – living community of interacting organisms 

From https://qz.com/1570179/how-to-make-friends-build-a-community-and-create-the-life-you-want/ 

“This was community. And what I would come to learn, slowly, is that community is about a series of small choices and 

everyday actions: how to spend a Saturday, what to do when a neighbor falls ill, how to make time when there is none. 

Knowing others and being known; investing in somewhere instead of trying to be everywhere. Communities are built, 

like Legos, one brick at a time. There’s no hack.”  

 

What is the makeup of your soil or ecosystem? Who/what represents your minerals, water, organic matter, gases, and 

microorganisms? Who/what holds you together? 

: 

THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO 
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From the accounts of creation in Genesis to Revelation’s tree of life, the Bible is filled with references and reliance on 

the natural world. Add in human relations and there’s almost no verse without it. 

 

Creation stories, the garden, and the serpent; Flood, famine, springs as gathering places, promised land, inheritances, 

holy ground, sacrifices, and stews; Sheep! Flaming bushes, plagues, forty years (days) in the wilderness, laws (and laws 

and laws) about land use; Throwing stones, rams horns, lions, fire, Ruth working the fields, Job, the Psalms, and Isaiah; 

Bread and wine; Swine, gold, frankincense, and myrh, seeds, and other parables; the food someone grew and prepared 

and the disciples and early church congregants ate every time they came together; Horses and the tree of life. 

 

How do we know how to interpret scripture? Didn’t Christians for centuries argue that “this world is not my home?”  

• Scripture, tradition, reason 

• Exegesis – who, what, when, where, how; context & culture, power & privilege, decentering (taking ourselves 

out of the story) & reapplication 

• Faith & “provisional tries”  

 

?
Ellen Davis writes: 

“The fertile earth is the best assurance of God’s generosity toward humankind. At the same time its fruitful yet fragile 

beauty constitutes an ongoing call to responsibility and, for many of us, repentance and change of life.” 

Read the chapter provided from Davis’ book to use as a starting point for your own reflection. 

Mary Oliver writes: “Instructions for living a life. Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it.” 

How might you pay better or different attention to the soil or the land in your daily life?  

What astonishes you about soil, literal, scriptural, or metaphorical? Do you feel nudged or called toward metanoia in 

your relationship with the land? If so, how? If not, what is the source of your conviction? 

Who can you tell? 
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