This will be a study of the Exodus-Sinai narratives in the Book of Exodus. We'll reflect on how
the two traditions are related to each other, and the ways in which our communities of faith
continue to reiterate and replicate them.

We’'ll study the exile as both an historical experience and as a paradigm for faith. Attention
will be given to the way in which exile is/was experienced as a season of infidelity and
absence, and how hope was generated in that absence.

We’'ll delve into the dynamic of prayer in the Book of Psalms - the movement between praise
and lament, and the drama of the self in such practice. We'll reflect on the ways in which the
Church has characteristically lost the voice of lament.

We'll focus on two texts in the Book of Isaiah, one of which urges remembering, the other of
which invites a forgetting. We’ll ponder the same challenge about when to forget and what to
remember in the long history of gifts and scars.

This will be a study of late narratives in the Old Testament when people of faith had to live
amid a demanding and “inconvenient” empire. It’s clear that such a venue required agility in
accommodation and resistance, a requirement that still pertains to the Church in an
“inconvenient” cultural environment.




